Module 1 Assignment #2 – Three Claims and Four Validities
Things to Help You Succeed on This Assignment 
· Read
· Ch. 3 in Morling text (you can also review the copied text from this section attached to the D2L assignment folder)
· Watch
· Three Claims
· Four Validities
· Creating a Table and a Bar Chart in Word with APA Style in Resources module)
· Practice
· Quizzes
· Review Quiz: Chapter 3
· Case Studies: Claims and Variables
· Self-Assessment
· Variables: Measured or Manipulated?
· Assignments
· Module 1 Practice Assignment #2
	Client: Dr. Alice Goode

	Request: Dr. Goode would like a recommendation from RM Consulting about whether she should develop a caregiver program for her patients’ caregiving children as a method of improving the health (preventing illness) of these caregivers.  However, first, she wants to know if this is something she should be concerned about.



Step 1: Dr. Goode specializes in gerontology.  She noticed that many of the adult children who bring their parents in for office visits seem to have more colds than the average adult.  Although these adult children are not her patients, she is concerned about their health and wonders if the frequency of symptoms is due to the responsibilities associated with caring for their parents.  Dr. Goode would like to know if her suspicions are correct and if some kind of support program might help these caregivers.
1) What are the variables in this request?
Dependent variable: experiencing more colds 
Independent variables: adult children working as caregivers (vs children who are not caregivers)
2) Using the information above, come up with a headline you might see for a frequency claim, an association claim, and a causal claim for these variables.
Frequency claim: 70% of the child caregivers visiting my office with their parents are experiencing more colds
Association claim: Activities associated with taking care of their parents is significantly linked to more colds. 
Causal claim: Parental caregiving enhances more colds symptoms in adult children
Step 2: Dr. Goode would like a comprehensive program of research before she makes any decisions.  
3) With the headlines you wrote for each claim above, fill out the table below to indicate the variables for each claim and at least one question you would need to answer for the four validities for each type of claim. 


	
	Frequency/level claim
	Association claim
	Causal claim

	Example headline

	70% of the child caregivers visiting my office with their parents are experiencing more colds
	Activities associated with taking care of their parents is significantly linked to more colds.
	Parental caregiving enhances more colds symptoms in adult children

	Variable(s) in the claim


	Levels of experiencing more colds
	Parental caregiving, levels of experiencing more colds 
	Parental caregiving, levels of experiencing more colds?

	Construct validity question


	How do we measure the levels of colds?
	What is parental caregiving? What is the association between parental caregiving and increased levels of colds?
	What is parental caregiving? How do we measure the levels colds?

	Statistical validity question


	Is the estimated disparity big enough to matter? 
	How well does this association fit?
What is the effect size?
	What is the confidence interval?

	Internal validity 
question


	N/A
	N/A
	Is this an experimental study?
Are there any internal validity threats?

	External validity 
question


	Can the results be generalized? What was the criteria for participant selection? Is the sample random and representative? 
	Can the results be generalized? What was the criteria for participant selection? Is the sample random and representative?
	Can the results be generalized? What was the criteria for participant selection? Is the sample random and representative?



Step 3: Dr. Goode is having trouble visualizing what the potential results could look like if the association and causal claims are supported.
3) Sketch the results you would expect to find with the association claim above.  You can create a graph in Word or Excel or literally sketch it out and attach a photo of your graph.




5) Sketch the results you would expect to find with the causal claim above.  You can create a graph in Word or Excel or literally sketch it out and attach a photo of your graph.


Levels of cold	



Children working as parental caregivers	Children not working as parental caregivers	7	3	

Level of cold	4.3	4.5	

 Number of caregiving activities




